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BAYLY HOUSE - 207 HIGH STREET 

The Bayly house is probably the oldest dwelling in 

Cambridge. It was moved from Annapolis in the 1750's 

or early 1760's by John Caile, and reassembled on the 

present site with the front originally facing the 

river. The oldest portion of the house is the larger 

frame section. The brick addition on the north was 

built by Dr. Alexander A. Bayly sometime in the early 

19th century. Dr. Bayly also added the porches to what 

is now the front. In the rear of this house are 

boxwood gardens and several early outbuildings, including 

a smokehouse. 
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D-10 MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

NAMEi 
COMMON: 

The Bay ly House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

L O C A T I O N 

S T R E E T AND NUMBER: 

207 High S t r e e t 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Cambr idge 
S T A T E C O U N T Y : 

Mary land D o r c h e s t e r 
CLASSIFICATION 

CATEG0RY
 OWNERSHIP STATUS ACCESSIBLE 

(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 
• District qjl Building • Public Public Acquisition: J£] Occupied YES 

• Sit. • Structur. S P'ivot. D I" P'oe.ss Q Unoeeupi.d Restricted 
D Obj.ct D Both D B.inB Con.id.r.d n Preservation work G Unrestriced 

In progress. No 

P R E S E N T U S E (Check One or More me Appropriate) 

• Agriculturol • Govornmont Q Pork [""] Transportation • Commonts 

• Commorcial D Industrial £"g Privato R.t id.nc. • Othar (Specify) 

• Educational • Military • Roligious _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

f~| Entortalnmant • Musoum fZ) Scientific _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
| 6WNER*S NAME: ' 

E. Bay ly Orem 
S T R E E T AND NUMBER: 

_ 20 7 High S t r e e t _____ 
CITY OR TOWN: S T A T E : 

__ Cambr idge | Mary l and | 21613 
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
C O U R T H O U S E . REGISTRY O F D E E D S . E T C : 

D o r c h e s t e r County C o u r t h o u s e 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

206 High S t r e e t _ _ _ _ 
C I T Y OR TOWN: I S T A T E 

C a m b r i d g e | M a r y l a n d [ 2 1 6 1 3 
Title R e f e r e n c e o f C u r r e n t Deed (Book & Pg #) ; 

PRE SENTATION fN EXITING SURVEYS • 
TITLE OF SURVEY: 

DATE OF SURVEY: • Fodorel • Stof • County Q Local 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: ISTATE: 1 
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7. DESCRIPTION 
(Check On»; 

[jf] Exc.l l .nt D Good • Foir • D.t.riorot.d • Ruins • Un.xpoi.d 

CONDITION }check One) (Check One) 

>EI1 Altered • Unclt*r*d £ ] Moved • Original Sit* 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT * ^D ORIGINAL (II known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE 

The oldest portion of this house is the larger 
frame section, which dates to the 1750's or 1760's 
and possibly earlier. The brick addition on the 
north was added sometime in the early 19th century. 
The entrance was originally on the north facade, 
although it now faces the street. The house consists 
of two and one half stories with a gabled roof and 
three gabled dormers on the front. Each dormer has 
a sash window with six over six lights. A two story 
porch extends across the frame portion of the front. 
The porch is supported by five doric columns on each 
story, and has a ballustrade at each level. There 
are five bays on the front and the windows are all 
six over four sash. The eight paneled front door 
has louvred shutters, and above the door is a 
rectangular transom with four lights. 

Standing in front of the house is an iron 
hitching post with a horsehead, and the front yard 
is enclosed by a white picket fence. Behind the 
house are boxwood gardens, and a line of early out
buildings, including a smokehouse. 
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9. SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Chock One or More as Appropriate) 

• Pre-Columbion • 16th Century g ] 18th Century D 20th Century 

• 15th Century • 17th Century £ ] 19th Century 

S P E C I F I C DATES (If Applicable and Known) 1 7 5 0 ' S or 1 7 6 0 ' S ' early 1 9 t h century 

AREAS OF SIGNIF ICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 
Aboriginol Q Education Political I& Urban Planning 

n Prehistoric • Engineering • Religion/Phi- • Other (Specify) 

• Historic [-) Industry losophy 

• Agriculture fH Invention [-] Science 

12 Architecture f-j Landscape • Sculpture 

D Art Architecture f-) Social/Human-
• Commerce • Literature itarian 

• Communications r-j Military Q Theater 

• Conservation J-J Music r j Tronsportotion 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

History: 

This lot formed the northeast corner of the 
original Christ Church property which was confirmed 
to the church by the Act of 1706» In July 1750, the 
church authorities leased to John Caile (early 
merchant and Clerk of Court) 10 perches of this 
property. Sometime after this, either in the 1750's 
or early 1760's, John Caile took to pieces a frame 
dwelling that he owned in Annapolis, shipped it to 
Cambridge and put it together again on this lot. 
The original front was facing toward the river, but 
the entrance was changed when the brick additio 
built by Dr. Alexander A. Bayly. Dr. Bayly also 
added the porches to the front. The property has 
been in the Bayly family for six generations. 

Significance: 

Although moved from Annapolis, this is probably 
the oldest house in Cambridge that is still standing. 
Well maintained, it contributes to the historic 
character of High Street which possesses many of the 
oldest and most architecturally significant dwellings 
in Cambridge. 
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9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

F. Arthur Lascowski, Papers, 

Sullivane, Col. Clement, article reprinted in the 
Daily Banner, April 16, 1925 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA ' 
L A T I T U D E AND L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N C L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 0 D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T OF A P R O P E R T Y 
p O F LESS T H A N T E N ACRES 

C O R N E R L A T I T U D E L O N G I T U D E L A T I T U D E L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW • • . • o > » o • a o • • 

kjc 0 * m o i w 

c r O t • o i m 

ru j 0 I • O f * 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y : 

Acreage Justification: 

11. FORM PREPARE0 BY 
NAME AND Tl T L E : 

C a t h e r i n e L. Moore 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N D A T E 

11/10/75 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

Route 3, Box 32 
C I T Y OR TOWN: S T A T E 

Cambridge ] Maryland 21613 

12. State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National • State • Local • 

Signa ture I 
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Bayly House 
207 High St. 
Cambridge 
Cambridge Quad. 
Dorchester Co. 










